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, , SPaniSh
doesn't really prepare a
person to do anything," says Dr.
Dallas ApoJ. Strange words, coming from a Spanish professor, but his meaning becomes

more clear as he continues

to

explain.
"Spanish is a skill, a tool," he says. "When
it is used with other kinds of training, the
choices are limitless." That range of possibilities is evident in the variety of jobs in which
Dordt alumni who are Spanish majors serve.

Recent graduate Lynn Verhoef ('95) is
teaching English to students in Mexico this
semester. Pete Hamstra ('81) is putting his
Spanish skills to the test by running a business in Phoenix, Arizona. Lisa Van Dyk ('90)
speaks Spanish daily as a social worker with
a Hispanic clientele

in St. Louis, Missouri.

Paul Dalen ('92) uses his Spanish in the Air
Force as part of the military's intelligence
operations based in Omaha, Nebraska.
Spanish majors make up by far the majority of foreign language students at Dordt
College. This year, twenty-nine students are
registered as Spanish majors or minors, com-

"There are a variety of service areas where
knowing Spanish is a real advantage," Apol
says. The demand is especially great in fields

such as social work, medical care, and law
enforcement. Other areas include sales, banking, and teaching. In fact, the demand for
Spanish teachers is greater than the supply,
he adds.
Not only do Dordt Spanish majors have
promising job prospects after they graduate,
they also have a variety of opportunities to
use their skills while they are studying. The
increasing Hispanic population in Sioux
Center and surrounding communities has led
several community

Spanish-speaking

programs to depend on
for support.

Upper-level Spanish students become
involved

in a community

is taking an interest in them and

also been involved

with Amistad Cristiana

(Christian Friendship). This non-denominational weekly

worship service brings to-

gether Spanish-speaking college and community people with Hispanic members of the
community. The group meets every Sunday
afternoon at Covenant Christian Reformed
Church in Sioux Center. About fifteen students attend regularly or have attended the
service. Amistad Cristiana also sponsors

students, professors.und

members of the community

someone

their culture instead of just telling them to
learn English and adapt to the American way
of doing things.
Apol and several Spanish students have

outreach program in

which they visit Hispanic women once a

week, talking and spending time with them.
Students are expected to speak only Spanish
in these sessions. For both the students and

Bible studies and social events.
Spanish students also serve the local
Hispanic community by translating for them.
Some translate public messages such as hospital signs that inform citizens of their legal
right to emergency treatment or industry
signs that list workplace regulations.
Advanced

students are on call at the commu-

nity hospital, the sheriff's office, and the

the Hispanic participants, this program is
"measureless in terms of its value," Apol

continued on page 2
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Spanish-speaking students
find friendship as they
develop their skills
continued from page 1

If skills can be
practiced in a real life
situation where they
make a difference, they're
more meaningful.

"

police and fire departments to help deal with
emergencies when the community member
cannot speak English.
Several students have developed close relationships with local Hispanic women as a
result of these efforts. One student was able
to help a woman who had complications during childbirth. She accompanied the mother
to the hospital to translate conversations with
doctors and nurses and to help her through
the birthing process. Another Hispanic
woman credits her greatly improved ability to
speak English to her regular visits with a
Dordt student.
Apol says these community activities are
very beneficial for Dordt Spanish students.
"Spanish is a skill and skills have to be practiced," he says. "If skills can be practiced in a
real life situation where they make a difference, they're more meaningful."
Developing new relationships is an added
benefit, Apol says. "The friendliness and
beauty and warmth of the Hispanic people
becomes evident to students as they work

with them and a love relationship develops
which can't be duplicated in any other way."
"It's a wonderful opportunity to reach out,"
says Dr. Case Boot, who also requires students in his ESL class to work with people in
the community.
Last semester ESL students worked with
students who spoke Spanish, Korean, and'
Russian. Although they are only required to
spend two hours a week with their students,
some spent more simply because they
enjoyed what they were doing.
Kristin Vande Griend, a senior from
Edmonton, Alberta, and Brenda Heuker, a
sophomore from Hudsonville, Michigan, met
once a week last semester with Isabella, a
young mother with three children. Isabella

and her husband Alejandro were eager to
learn English, but they also loved the conversation and companionship that the weekly
visits brought.
"We had so much fun together," Vande
Griend says. "Hispanic people generally are
warm and friendly. They wanted to know
why I would come from Canada to go to
school here. They asked about my family and
my interests, too."
This setting provided the perfect opportunity to teach English, says Vande Griend.
"I spent a semester in Costa Rica and knew
that the reason I learned the language as well
as I did was because I was living with a family who spoke only Spanish." She learned to
use the language as she needed to communicate.
Talking with Isabella and Alejandro gives
them the same opportunity to learn by speaking. One day Isabella may ask what she must
say when she talks to the hairdresser. Or
Alejandro may ask how to say something
about unpacking eggs at work. They share
family stories and customs. They become
friends. They learn the language because they
want to and need to.
"It's so good for me, too" says Vande
Griend, who one day would like to use her
Spanish in mission work. "It's difficult to
keep up your skills unless you talk with
native speakers of a language," she adds.
The relationships that have grown enrich
everyone involved and sometimes change
lives and goals. The experience typifies what
living the Christian life is all about-serving
one another and our Lord.

President's
pen-----------------------

T

Dr. J. B. Hulst

Purpose

statements

are comparatively easy to
formulate, Almost every
college has one. The hard
work comes with trying to
show the significance

of

the purpose statement
for the academic program

of the college,

"
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he Dordt College community spends a
great deal of time discussing the distinctive, reformational perspective of
the college, particularly how to develop and
maintain that perspective.
These discussions focus on a wide variety
of issues: introducing a graduate program in
teacher education, establishing official relationships with other academic institutions,
articulating the relationship nf the college to
the institutional church, and developing a program of student assessment.
Perspective is also very important when we
appoint and evaluate faculty members. In this
decade, twenty-five percent of Dordt's professors will be retiring. Further, as the college
continues to move toward its goal of 1500 students, we will need to add two faculty members in 1996-97 and four in 1997-98. Because
the faculty must carry out the central educational task of the college, it is obvious that
those appointed to the faculty must be committed to the perspective of the college.
Recruiting and retaining qualified faculty
members is one of the greatest challenges facing Dordt today. To begin with, there is in
general a shortage of people prepared to teach
on the college level today. Those appointed to
Dordt's faculty must not only have expertise
in a particular discipline, but must acknowledge Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, hold to
a reformational world view, and be able to
clearly reflect that worldview in their teaching
and research. Such men and women are not
easy to find.
Dordt's administration and board put forth
much effort to recruit qualified faculty. The
search and appointment process involves
extensive advertising, corresponding, and
interviewing. Similar effort is put into faculty
development and retention. One of the primary responsibilities of division deans is to
work with faculty on the articulation of a
reformational perspective in their teaching.
Only when it is clear that a faculty member
understands, is committed to, and reflects

such a perspective in the classroom is he or
she given a five-year appointment (comparable to tenure at other institutions).
A key document in the recruitment and
retention process is the college's statement of
purpose, The Educational Task of Dordt
College. When prospective faculty apply for
a position they are sent a copy of the purpose
statement and asked to provide a personal
response and reaction. And when faculty are
being considered for an initial five-year
appointment, they are expected to be able to
demonstrate how The Educational Task of
Dordt College finds expression in their teaching and research.
Purpose statements are comparatively easy
to formulate. Almost every college has one.
The hard work comes with trying to show the
significance of the purpose statement for the
academic program of the college. This is what
the recently published second document, The
Educational Framework of Dordt College,

II

seeks to do. It sets forth a structure for the
overall educational program of Dordt College,
describing the principles, parameters, and
goals for the total college curriculum. The
document shows how Dordt seeks academically to work out the implications of its statement of purpose.
Formulated by a committee and approved
by the faculty, the framework document
is a companion piece to the purpose statement. In the near future the two will
probably become one publication under a
title such as The Educational Task of Dordt
College, thus guaranteeing the ongoing
consideration of Dordt's distinctively
reformational perspective. If you are
interested in obtaining a copy of The
Educational Framework of Dordt College
contact the president's office at Dordt
College, Sioux Center, Iowa, 51250,
712-722-6002, e-mail hulst@dordt.edu.

utn S).nvitation

II

to attend a farewell celebration with

upon the occasion of Dr. Hulst's retirement
following 28 years of service to Dordt College.
Saturday, June 29, 1996
Retirement Program
First Christian Reformed Church, 7:30 p.m.
Public Reception
Dordt College West Commons, 8:45 - 10:30 p.m.
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Vander Lugt puts his Spanish and education skills to work
Sonya Jongsma

R

yan Vander Lugt would be hard
pressed to come up with a specific job

i

description for the work he does at La
Casa Latina in Sioux City. [0 one day, he

might help a client apply for United States
citizenship, then rush to juvenile court to

Cil

serve as a translator. After taking care of
some paperwork and reading up on immigra-

tion law, he might tutor children after school
and finish his work day teaching English to
members of the Latino community.
"There's no such thing as a regular day,"
Ryan says. "Every day it's different, and it's
always interesting. 1 never know what the

next day will bring-except

for my scheduled

appointments, of course." Variety is one of

the things he enjoys most about his job. "You
get to meet a lot of people and get to know
them. People from other places and cultures
have always interested me," he says.
According to Sherry Flannigan, the executive director at La Casa Latina, Ryan isn't
limited by his current job description as
Family Development Programmer-he does
more than that. "Ryan is very responsive
when there's' a new need," she says. "When
our receptionist quit, he answered the phone
for two or three weeks until we were able to
else." She says Ryan was hired

hire someone

to work mainly with children,

but now he is

also teaching an English class and working

La Casa Latina recently started an ESL

with clients in many different capacities.

program and plans to start citizen classes,

"He gets along great with kids, and it's nice
to have a male role model for the boys,"
Flanningan says. Ryan and Maria Alicia

both of which will involve Ryan. He also
plans to begin teaching Saturday morning

gets calls from employers asking if he knows
anyone who is bilingual who would qualify for
a job with their company. The need for bilingual employees in every field is growing as the

"culture classes" to help non-Hispanic community children appreciate other cultures.

number of immigrants from Spanish-speaking
countries increases, he says.

In the mid 1980s, Sioux City had a Latino
population of about 300. In 1995, the count
was 10,000, and it is still growing. Flannigan

have a man in the office to do some of the

Working at La Casa Latina has changed the
way he looks at people, Ryan says. "I'm a lot
more accepting of people in general, I think. I
always thought of myself as accepting before,
but when you work with all kinds of people
and problems and get to know their cultures

things the women there can't do. Ryan joined

you learn to appreciate

Rodriguez,

another La Casa Latina em-

ployee, tutor Latino children after school.
Co-worker

Tomasa Salas, who shares an

office with Ryan, says Ryan is "very helpful
and a great asset to Casa Latina because he
can do so many things." She says it's nice to

the five-woman

staff a little less than a year

ago. One thing he seems to do well is take the
good-natured

teasing from his colleagues.

which he'"playfully returns.
Ryan, a Spanish and education major with
an ESL minor, graduated from Oordt in 1992.
His Spanish has come a long way since then,
he says. "Classroom Spanish is really different from the everyday language I hear from
the people I work with." He had a hard time
understanding

Mexican

Spanish at first,

the differences.

You

see them as human beings like yourself,

who

says this tremendous
Mexican

recession

Meeting with clients is a big
part of Ryan Vander Lugt's
daily work. They may need
assistance with translating,
advice about a job application. or information about
services. "It keeps the day

Interesting," Ryan says.

growth is due to the
and to the recruiting of

workers by Sioux City area meat packing
plants. At La Casa Latina the original staff of
one fulI-time employee in 1989 has increased
to one part-time and six full-time employees,

happen to need your help."
Ryan enjoys his job because meeting peopIes' needs is rewarding. People really appreciate what he does for them, and they let him
know it. Without the services of La Casa

and could be doing as the population

Latina, they would have a hard time function-

es," Ryan says. And from the enthusiasm and

ing in an English-speaking society, they have
told him.
Ryan says Sioux City, like most cities today,
needs workers who are bilingual. He often

commitment

with enough work to keep almost twice as

many busy.
"There are always new things we should

he and his co-workers

increasshow, it's

likely that new programs to meet the needs of
the Latino community

will continue

to

expand and flourish.

which he describes as a very colorful language, fast and full of slang. He says even
other Spanish-speakers
can have a hard time
understanding Mexicans.

But Ryan feels comfortable with his.work
at Casa Latina. He hasn't encountered

any-

thing he was unprepared to deal with, but he
has done some learning since he began his

job less than a year ago. In addition to beefing up his Spanish skills, he has to keep current with immigration

Cooperative effort nets Dordt better Web hook-up

issues by reading

books like Immigration and Nationality Law
in his spare time.
His education certification comes in handy
because much of what he does is education-

related. He tutors Latino children after school
and also is in charge of the Madres and Ninos
program (Mothers and Children). He says it's
easy to make lesson plans because of his education background.

P

oint, click, explore. Netscape, the
graphical software to explore the Web is

hook-up allows information

now installed on all campus computers

optic cable used by the college. It also allows

twenty-four

to travel nearly

times as fast as the previous fiber

that will support it. Although access to the

Netscape

Web has been available for some time, a new

support it. And the best part of it all, says

hook-up over a larger line has now made it
available to anyone who wants it.

computer services director Jim Bos, is that the

It's all the result of a cooperative effort
between Oordt College Computer Services
and the local telephone company to bring
faster access to the Internet to Oordt College
and economical hook-up to anyone in the
local calling area who wants to subscribe.

Oordt students, faculty, and staff have had

to run on any computer that will

new service costs the college
as the old connection.

says Bos. Dordt gets
much faster service,

considered offering this service to the community for some time but did not have the techni-

and the community

cal expertise to set up and maintain the sys-

access to the Internet for over two years. But

of my job is the immigration work because of

people in the surrounding areas not only had
to subscribe to a provider but also had to pay
the long distance phone charges to Sioux City

keeps the system going.
Everybody wins, says Bos. Oordt gets

all the forms to fill out and the complicated reg-

to use the service.

much faster service,

ulations. It can take over four years for a resi-

In January, Mutual Telephone connected
directly to Des Moines via a T1 line. The new

gets affordable, unlimited access to the
Internet.

But easy isn't a word he would use to

dent to be granted citizenship."

administrate

and maintain the server that

gets affordable,
unlimited access to
the Internet.

and the community

/
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wins,

It is the cooperative effort that has allowed
all of this to happen. Mutual Telephone has

tem. Through an agreement signed last fall,
Mutual agreed to be the provider. Oordt will

describe most of what he does. "It can be very
challenging," he says. "One of the hardest parts

Everybody

about the same

"
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Jim De Young

C

Following graduation
in May, Mark Du Mez
plans to pursue a
career in theatre.

ollege students sometimes relax from
the stress of classes by clowning
around, but when Dordt College senior
Mark Du Mez clowns around, it's under the
most stressful of circumstances-onstage in
front of scores of people.
Du Mez's clowning is part of his original
one-man show, "Finding Center," which he
performed at the Region V American College
Theatre Festival in St. Louis on January 26.
The invitation to perform at the ACTF festival
was a singular honor, since normally only fulllength, multi-role productions are part of the
festival. Du Mez' improvisational show is a
special "showcase production," something of
an ACTF rarity. It has been ten to twelve years

Conference creates
excitement for missions

F

Ice

A

Age

n ice storm in mid-

January kept Dordt's
campus looking like one big
ice sculpture for almost a
week. Building walls glistened, trees grew transparent
layers, sidewalks and roadways were like ice skating
rinks-in fact some students
skated their way across campus. Below zero temperatures'
kept the ice from melting
from sidewalks and parking
lots for weeks, prompting
what some called the Iowa
shuffle-s-a gingerly short step
that kept walkers from pushing off and losing their balance.
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ivestudents gained a new understanding
of the "church universal" over
Christmas break. But they also were
challenged to know what they believe.
"It was challenging-so
challenging," says
John van Dijk, a senior from Hamilton,
Ontario, about the missions conference he
attended. "T had never before encountered
anyone who believed Christ is not The Way
but is only a way: It made me read and study
and reach within myself to better understand
what T believe."
The conference, titled "Let the Nations Be
Glad," was sponsored by the Overseas
Ministries Center in New Haven, Connecticut,
primarily for seminary students and missionaries. The five students and theology professor, Dr. Wayne Kobes, were part of a small
group of college students from Dordt and
Redeemer College in Ontario who also participated.
"Most of these students have some interest
in doing mission work," says Kobes. "This
gave them a clearer picture of what such work
would involve."
The students spent two weeks at the Study
Center overlooking the Atlantic Ocean. "It
was a quiet place that promoted discussion
and meditative reflection," says Kobes.
Most of their time was spent in lecture and
discussion sessions with people from around
the world. Missionaries were present from
England, India, Uganda, Pakistan, Korea,
Burma, Japan, and other countries.
Participants shared ideas, defended beliefs,
and established relationships.
"It was a phenomenal experience," says van
Dijk, reflecting on the opportunity to talk to
people with so many different and concrete
experiences. Almost two months later, he is
still animated as he talks about the experience.
For him, the conference confirmed a direction
for his life.
"I guess I've always thought I would go into
some form of mission work, 1just forgot
about it for a while," he says. Now he is consciously looking for opportunities to do that
following graduation in May.
For Dordt students, the two weeks were the
first stage of an individual study in missions.
During the rest of the semester, they will do
follow-up reading and write an extensive
paper.
"It's created a real excitement about missions, challenging some of the stereotypes and
confirming some of the challenges," says
Kobes. It also helped students see more concretely what a missionary must face and
understand the urgency of God's call to spread
the Word to all people.

since a showcase production was last included
in the ACTF Region V program.
There are no colored wigs or honking noses
in Du Mez' clowning, which is more reminiscent of the work of silent film stars Charlie
Chaplin and Buster Keaton or of mime Marcell
Marceau. Like Chaplin or Marceau, Du Mez
conveys more through gesture and facial
expressions than through speech. At times the
"Finding Center" characters wear masks and
rely entirely on body movement, ranging from
subtle gestures to Vaudevillian pratfalls. Du
Mez' characters also involve the audience,
bringing a volunteer on stage or venturing into
the seats to silently and hilariously interact
with a hapless play-goer.
"During his career here at Dordt. Mark has
consistently shown his ability to connect with
an audience," says Simon du Toit, instructor of
theatre arts at Dordt. "This piece is no exception. It is entertaining. It is fun. It is very, very
funny."
Du Mez' interest in what he calls "physical
theater" was kindled when, as a sophomore, he
played a lead role in Dordt's production in
"Servant of Two Masters," a 17th century
Italian play in the farcical, highly physical
Commedia del Arte style. He spent the follow-

ing s-ertlesterstudying attAustin Peay Siate ~'
University in Tennessee with Ronlin Foreman,
one of the leading American masters of physical comedy, clowning, and mime.
The process of creating "Finding Center"
started with characters that Du Mez had begun
developing during his time at Austin Peay. "1
wanted to further explore some characters-the
clown, the fool-that 1 found interesting, and I
wanted to see if I could take some ideas in my
head and carry them all the way through to
public performance."
Though "Finding Center" is lighthearted,
even silly at times, Du Mez has some serious
purposes in mind for his art, including this
show. "I don't want to be preachy,"he says,
"but 1 want people to see the depth beneath the
surface of the piece. I want them to go away
from my show in good humor and with an
appreciation for the wisdom to be found in
foolishness."
"Mark is a gifted and expressive actor,"says
du Toil. "He is also someone who is striving to
articulate his faith through his work, which
•
makes his efforts especially exciting."
Du Mez first performed "Finding Center" on
campus in December to enthusiastic audiences.
Following a staging at Rock Rapids'
"Intermission" restaurant and the ACTF performance, Du Mez also performed "Finding
Center" again in Sioux Center in the Te Paske:
Theatre.

Campus Capsules

_

McFerrin delights audience

T

he 5t. Paul Chamber Orchestra and their
creative director Bobby McFerrin played
to a full house in Dordt's chapel on
January 22. The gifted and versatile Me Ferrin,
who is known for his vocal abilities, sound
effects, and range, not only conducted the
orchestra, but also performed several solo
pieces. He quickly won over the audience with
his agile intensity, enthusiastic energy, and technical expertise.
As creative director of the St. Paul Chamber
Orchestra, McFerrin's goal is to get people
involved with and enjoying good music.
During the concert, he did just that. His enthusiasm was infectious.
A gifted musician and conductor, he not
only takes the orchestra on tour and performs
as vocal soloist, but also helped launch an
innovative educational program for St. Paul
area school children and pursues his own
recording career.
This marks the second time in ten years that
the world- acclaimed SPCO has performed at
Dordt College. They were accompanied on
this trip by their president, Brent Assink ('77),
wh~ took over as the orchestra's CEO last
year.
.

Kuiper describes the Irene Ryan acting competition as exciting and surprising.
"I haven't done a lot of auditions, so I just
looked at it as a good learning experience,"
says Kuiper. As it turned out, Kuiper was one
of sixteen students to reach the finals in the
regional competition of the American College
Theatre Festival national scholarship competition.
Kuiper performed a piece about anorexia
by Pamela White Hadis titled "To make a
Dragon Move." With her scene partner, Chris
Ornee, she also did a section from the
"Learned Ladies" by Moliere. Kuiper, who
was disqualified last year because her piece
went over the alloted five minutes, was very
happy to make it to the final round, but also
valued the opportunity to get comments from
the third level of judges who were New York
casting directors. It will not only help her performing, but will also give her a better sense
of what they are looking for next time, she
says.
Kuiper appreciates the opportunities she
has had at Dordt. One advantage of the program is the abundance of opportunities students have to perform. Even though there are
not as many classes available as at a large university, the acting experience and the individual help from professors is a real advantage,
she says.
Kuiper hopes to double major in theatre and
business. "I know I want to work in a theatre
environment," she says. She has already
worked with the Lincoln (Nebraska)
Community Theatre during the summer and
next year hopes to spend a semester on the
Chicago Metropolitan Program in a
theatrelbusiness internship.

Kuiper reaches Irene Ryan finals

F

or those who have worked long and
hard at something, competitions can be
both grueling and rewarding, exhilarating and nerve-racking. But junior Colleen

/

Chris Omee and Colleen Kuiper.
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Bioethics .Symposium
raises challenging issues
this
s world here primarily for human use?
What can our relationship to God teach us
about our relationship to the earth? Should
humans play God? These questions capture
some of the issues addressed in the 1996 Dordt
College Bioethics Symposium.
Dr. Delmar Vander Zee, professor of biology,
began the two-day session with a public lecture
in which he scanned the landscape of bioethics
issues. He was joined by Dr. Loren Wilkenson,
professor of interdisciplinary studies at Regent
College, and Dr. Allen Verhey, professor of religion at Hope College, who spoke on Imaging
God and Playing God. A roundtable discussion
with the guest lecturers and Dordt faculty concluded the event.
Bioethics is a rapidly growing field of
inquiry, spawned by problems that have arisen
from the technological advances driving and
changing our society. The rapid growth of technology has not allowed moral reflection, says
Vander Zee, Unanticipated spin-offs from these
new technologies have produced side effects
that cause a variety of new problems. Driven by
a growth and consumption mindset, we have not
counted the costs of such development.
Although some equate bioethics with medical

I

concerns, Vander Zee and the symposium
guests look at bioethics more broadly to
include environmental and agricultural issues
as well. Both Christians. and non-Christians,
said Wilkinson, are beginning to see that technology is hurling their world forward with little
or no direction and little basis for making value
judgments.
"This is a very big issue that is getting even
bigger," says Vander Zee. "People have heard
about new reproductive technologies that raise
questions, but many don't really know the
breadth of the issues involved." And, he continues, even if people have read something unsettling, they feel they can't do anything to change
it anyway.
Many non-Christians say that the Christian
notion of humans as image bearers of God who
have dominion over the earth has led to wholesale abuse of the earth's resources for man's
own interest. Vander Zee talks about humans as
imagebearers in a different sense. "Humans
represent God in creation," he says. They are
called to keep the creation just as God keeps
them.
While acknowledging past and present
abuses-by Christians, too-the sponsors of

Enrollment is up at
CCCU Colleges

I

Student earns loot
ar.lier this year Jim Calkhoven, the head
of Dordt's food service provider, decided to do something to add excitement
to half-time home basketball games. He
advertised a shoot-out in which any interested
ticket holder could enter a drawing for an
opportunity to win up to $250. Five numbers
are drawn each game. Those selected have
three chances to make a free throw. One basket earns an ice cream sundae and two opportunities to sink a three pointer. A three pointer
earns a five doUar gift certificate at the snack
bar and one shot for a half-court bucketworth $250.
Calkhoven has given away several ice cream
sundaes, but on February 17, sophomore music
major James DeBoer hit the jackpot.
After the game Calkhoven walked around
with his pockets turned out, but smiling. "I
was kind of shocked," he said, "but we did
want to give one away this year. I'm glad it
was a Dordt student."

E

Student co-authors paper
unior Mindy Walstra is listed as a coauthor on a scientific paper titled
''Transvaginal aperations of pre-puberal
heifer calves." Walstra, who assisted scientists
at Trans Ova Genetics, worked with a superovulation project involving harvesting eggs
from pre-puberal heifers. Basically the
researchers were trying to determine whether
they had to wait for a cow to mature before
using their eggs for invitro fertilization. The
article will appear in the journal
Theriogenology.

J

its
n February 5 issue, Christianity Today
reports that many Christian colleges are
experiencing record-breaking enrollments.
Fifty-three percent of the ninety schools affiliated with the Coalition of Christian Colleges
and Universities reported record enrollments
this spring. Dordt's enrollment was also up
significantly, missing the all-time record by
only nine students.
The American Council on Education reported that sixty-nine percent of private colleges
reported increases in total enrollment this year
while only forty-one percent of public fouryear colleges had increases.
The article cites a larger pool of college-age
students, wariness of secular schools, and
increased marketing savvy as contributing to
the boom.
"People are very concerned about the issue
of values," Nathan Hatch, provost of the
University of Notre Dame, is quoted as saying. He believes many conservative
Christians perceive that basic values are
under siege.
Robert C. Andringa, CCCU president is
quoted as saying, "In the public's eye there is
now more of a distinction between public and
private Christian colleges."

Dr. Allen Verbey describes some of the growing challenges in medical ethics.

the Symposium are convinced that Christians
must urgently confront these issues and give
leadership in promoting the health and wellbeing of God's creation and its creatures.
Wilkinson sketched the current situation as
one of crisis. The Enlightenment mind has
divorced "religion" from scientific development. Spectacular technologies have been
created, allowing more and more control over
our world. But mastery of nature has proved
more elusive than people once thought, he says.
Scientists can do many things, but have no
basis for deciding what they ought to do or not
do.
Christians on the other hand have such a
basis. In contrast to those who have held to the
notion that man has dominion-s-power-c-over
creation, Wilkinson says we image God best by
living in loving relationship with the earth and
its creatures.
Verhey, a recognized Christian expert in
bioethics issues, described the many abuses that
have resulted from people trying to play God.
But he emphasizes the important and appropriate place for technology and scientific knowledge. We can legitimately "play God" with
technology when we image him as creator, healer, and the one who takes the side of the poor,
he says.
An overflow crowd at the presentations and
the number of questions raised by students
showed that many on campus see the urgency of
the issue. Even the Christian community is far
from agreeing on how to respond concretely to
these issues, however. Dordt would like to make
the Bioethics conference an annual event, challenging and leading Christian students to work
for and keep the world they've been charged
with maintaining.

Christians

must

urgently confront these
issues and give leadership in promoting the
health and well-being

of

God's creation and

its creatures.
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Larson earns community
service award
arah Larson, a senior from Parnell,
Iowa, was awarded a $1000 Pioneer
Community Service Scholarship for this
academic year. The award, which was one of
twenty-five offered to a student at each of the
institutions of the Iowa College Foundation,
recognizes a student who has been an active
volunteer. Larson has volunteered with the
college's Ag Club, visited and read to nursing
home residents, helped a farm neighbor when
he became disabled, and tutored in a local
schooL Larson is also a member of the PALS
program, assists with nursing home worship
services, and is a Sunday school teacher.

S

Care packages brigbten up even the dreariest mid-winter day.
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.Seerveld is professor for a week in aesthetics class
Sally ongsma

ver a year ago philosophy professor
Dr. John Kok had a brainstorm. He
knew that Dr. Calvin Seerveld, a
leading Christian scholar in aesthetics and a
former professor who had greatly influenced
him as a student, would be retiring in 1995.
Kok explored having Seerveld come for the
semester and teach his aesthetics class. For a
variety of reasons, the semester-long visit
did not materialize, but Seerveld did come to
campus as this year's Staley lecturer and, in
addition, agreed to spend a week talking and
working with Kok's aesthetics students.
Seerveld's Staley Lectures focused on
imagination and play, which he believes lie
at the heart of the aesthetic experience. "The
Halo of Human Imagination" and a
"Christian Understanding of Play and
Games" drew larger than usual audiences,
even though anyone who has attended a
Seerveld lecture knows that it takes active
listening to keep up with the speaker.
Two other public lectures, "How to Read
Proverbs" and "Kitch Kills People," and a
readers' theatre performance of Seerveld's
translation of the Song Of Solomon were
also given.
"Even though students may not have
caught eveything, they were engaged and
challenged to think about things they often
take for granted," says Kok, In fact, Kok says
at least one student has joined his aesthetics
class since Seerveld' s lectures because he
was inspired by what he'd heard.
In addition to presenting four public lectures during the week, Seerveld spent twelve
classroom hours with aesthetics students.
v·"The week went very well," says Kok.
Students were able to experience first hand a

O

Reformed Christian who has dedicated his
professional life to studying the field of aesthetics in the light of Scripture.
Prior to the visit, students in the class had
read two books by Seerveld: Rainbows for a
Fallen World and A Christian Critique of Art
and Literature. They responded with prepared questions about what they had read,
pressing Seerveld to answer, clarify, and
sometimes even reconsider what he had said
or written.

It's easy to read a book in a rather dry
detached way, says Kok, What he wanted for
his students was to experience the passion
and ethos that comes with a personal relationship with the author. "You can't duplicate that kind of experience," he says. As a
result students got to know Seerveld and
could follow up questions and discussions
outside of class.
Although he was kept extremely busy,
Seerveld enjoyed the week and was moved
by the interest of students and faculty, says
Kok. He referred to the week as a Psalm 128
experience-especially
verse six which reads
«and may you live to see your children's
children." Seeing the students of his students
study aesthetics in the light of Scripture was
truly a blessing for someone who has devoted his life to Christian scholarship and teaching.
Aesthetics students were also appreciative
of the week, despite the fact that they met for
nearly twenty hours that week.
At the last meeting, late Friday afternoon,
they presented their guest professor with a
student print he had admired as it hung in the
hallway. It was a fitting token of thanks for
someone who has spent his life teaching,
supporting, and encouraging Christian
artists.

T he founders of Dordt College had
remarkable dreams. Today their dreams are
realized in a curriculum that encompasses 40
majors toward a bachelor's degree, plus a master's
of education degree and six associate of arts
offerings. Some early dreamers envisioned an attractively landscaped, wellequipped campus growing up around the original four-room building. Today that
dream is reality-trees and flowers surround 22 modern buildings that provide
extensive up-to-date facilities for the academic program and a comfortable living
environment for Dordt's 1,200 students.
God has greatly blessed Dordt College, in large part through the vision and
support of its constituents. Dordt's impressive facilities are largely debt free, and
our annual Spring Debt Reduction Drive allows us to retire the debt that remains
without touching student tuition. Please consider giving a gift to this year's drive.

Ilordt College, 1955

Total Value of Academic Facilities: $33 million
Total Debt: $892,000
Spring Drive Goal: $150,000

Dordt College, 1995

Spring Debt Reduction Drive
/
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Iowa landscape, a weaving by Chicago artist Jenny Vrieze hangs in the Student Union Building.

Dordt's art collection draws from local and Christian artists

V

isitors who have not been on Dordt's
campus in fifteen or twenty years will
notice a numberof changes. The obvious
ones are new buildings, stately mature trees, and
even more cars in the parking lots. But just as
noticeable is the growing collection of art works,
especially the outdoor sculptures.
Dordt's art collection has grown with the college. The richly detailed oil painting of a
Tennessee "Creek Bank" near the president's
office; the five-piece textured weaving, "Iowa
Landscape," in the Student Union Building; the
strikingly colorful textile, "Metamorphosis," in the
library; the graceful metal sculpture, "Prairie
Sentiil'el," west of the chapel; and the earthy, worshipful sculpture, "The Gift," in the triangle near
the classroom building: all reflect Dordt's commitment to serve God through art.
Art is an important part of a full, rich life, says
professor Jacob Van Wyk. "It enhances our lives
by helping us see the world more sharply." Art has
content, he says, that often comments on our culture and tells us something about truth. Yet an artwork is not simply a truth statement. Good art is
suggestive, open to interpretation by a viewer who
comes to it with a variety of experiences and
expectations.
A good art collection reflects the fullness of life,
Dordt's art professors say. "We talk a lot about
who we are and what we value," says professor
Joanne Alberda. "Art expresses that in a visual
way."
Some of the work on Dordt's campus illustrates
that explicitly. "The Gift," a clay and metal sculpture by Van Wyk, may be interpreted on several
levels, but it is difficult to miss the theme of offering ourselves and all that we do to God. "Nature
Sound," a large piece made up of several simple
objects at rest seems to ask the questions "What
involvement does man have with nature? Is God's
mandate for responsible stewardship evident at our
core?"
Other works by South African artist Aleta
Micheletos explore the racial conflicts in South
Africa. A richly textured banner by Doreen
Kellogg acknowledges the breadth of God's love
for people of all cultures and lands. Photographs
and paintings by local artists depict the character
of the area.
Not everyone shares the view that art should
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help us see our world more sharply. For some, art
is decoration or embellishment, something you put
time and money into only after all other needs
have been met.
"Not everyone sees art as something to contemplate," says Van Wyk. "People especially have difficulty with unusual art because often they haven't
grown up with art in their homes or churches or
schools. It's difficult to read a work if you have little understanding of the elements that make up a
work of art."
The aesthetic element of life is something we
are called to develop, Dordt's art faculty and
administration believe. It is not simply decoration
or taste.
"As an institution, we talk about Christ's
Lordship over the entire creation. Art is part of that
creation," says Dr. lB. Hulst. "We not only may
promote the arts, we must. Just as we put on music
concerts and recitals and drama productions, so we
display art as a legitimate and important part of
life."
"We try to make art work visible in all buildings
on campus," says Alberda. "And we try to place
works that are likely to be appreciated by occupants of a particular building."
Van Wyk adds, "We want to provide a starting
point for discussion about the function of art, what
it can be, and what place it has in our lives."
That educational aspect is an important one.
If viewers, students and others, are engaged by
a work, whether they react negatively or positively, they are learning something about themselves, about people around them, and about

the culture in which they live, the professors
believe.
Large pieces do that more effectively than small
ones. The addition of several large pieces in the
past few years invites students, faculty, and visitors to respond simply because of their physical
size.
Dordt's collection continues to grow each year.
The art committee, set up in 1983 by President
lE. Hulst, has an annual budget of $5000 for purchasing new work. Although that figure is not
large, it has allowed the college to acquire some
significant original works. The committee, which
is made up of art faculty, administrators, and a student, decides which works to purchase. To this
point, the committee has focused primarily on the
work of regional artists, Christian artists, alumni,
and some student pieces.
As artists themselves, Alberda and Van Wyk are
pleased with the collection that has grown. They
are also happy to be able to support artists and
encourage others to do the same. After all, their
students' livelihood depends on it.

"Prairie Sentinel" by Robert Craig.

"Neigbbors" by Ed Kellogg.

/
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Curfew
receivesyet
another look
C

urfews at colleges and universities have
a long history. Today, most institutions

Yearly

discussions

about curfew have
been as predictable
as the seasons.

"

have eliminated them. If freshmen had
their way, Dordt would too. In fact they are
proposing just that. But whatever happens, the
process of bringing change has prompted
everyone involved to carefully examine why
there should or should not be such a rule.
In its early years Dordt's curfew was 10:30
during the week and 11:00 on weekends, says
Pat Pollema of the class of 1959. And, like
many schools then, the curfew applied only to
women. In fact, she says, not only did the
women have a curfew, they also had room
checks to make sure they had made their beds.
Times have changed. No one would even
consider regulating bedmaking today. Curfew
has changed, too. Over the years it has been
extended, applied to both men and women, and
required only of freshmen students. While
some on campus want the curfew completely
eliminated, others, both administrators and students, think that the policy has some positive
benefits.
Yearly discussions

The goal

of

this policy,

like all others, is

to

help

students become mature,
~

responsible adults, able
to

make wise choices and

decisions in

all areas of
their lives.

about curlew have been

as predictable as the seasons. This year is no
exception. In fact, says resident director
Michael Loomis, when he was approached
early last fall, the students introduced the topic
with "I know you're going to laugh at this one,
but we want to talk about curfew."
But there is something different about this
year. It began in North Hail, the freshmen
men's residence hall. Residents asked their hall
council to bring up the issue. It was partly the
way this particular council did their job that
made the difference.
"We wanted to represent their concerns as
best we could and take them through the proper channels," says hall council member Bob
Taylor. "We didn't want to just go to the president and say 'This is ridiculous and needs to
change.' By talking to a number of people we
soon realized that there may be valid reasons to
keep the curfew and valid reasons to eliminate
it."
"In the past, students often have not been

"

willing to talk about why such a policy might
be beneficial," says dean of students Curtis

MASTER OF EDUCATION
___________

PROGRAM

Preparing leaders in Christian education

• Distinctive
• Practical,
• Minimal
• Innovative

Christian
hands-on
time

worldview
learning

on campus

course

Both Curt Kuiper and Bob Taylor are p ........ studeu ts, PhI..... phy and theology
majors respectively, Curt is interested in youth ministry or missions, Bob a pastorate
or music ministry. Both are leaders in training, wiDing to see where God leads them.
Taylor. "They've

the hall.
The three year slow phase-out is valuable,
Curt and Bob feel, because it would help the
college find out how much guidance students
do need. As curfew is eliminated it would be
relatively easy to tell if more freshmen find
themselves in academic trouble. It might even
entourage a more personal approach to the difficulties a student may be having, they say.
The proposal was presented to Student
Forum, which endorsed it, and asked Bob and
Curt to bring it to the president and the Student
Personnel Committee.

Sioux Center, Iowa 51250-1697
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ion, even among those who honestly wrestle
with the issue. At a public meeting sponsored
by Student Forum last fall, several upperclass
students spoke in favor of a curfew, saying it
helped them establish good sleep and study
habits at the start of their college career. Others
said a curfew only required people to be in the
building, it didn't do anything to encourage
good habits or help students become self-motivated to make good chokes.
For Taylor, the goal of this policy, like all others, is to help students become mature, responsible adults, able to make wise choices and decisions in all areas of their lives. The verdict is
still out on how that can best be done.

Hall councils have. been around for
some time. Elected members serve as an
advocacy group for student residents and
provide a liaison with Student Services.
The councils convey concerns and complaints to Student Services, propose pro-

Against
decided

jects, and provide opportunities
for residents to get to know each other. "It's a

seems to have worked, they say.
The council has also worked to get the

way for students to have a voice about
their living situation," says resident direc-

showerheads
in the bathrooms replaced.
That may not seem like a big accomplish-

tor Michael Loomis.
The councils have had varying

ment, but for residents

who were tired of

non-functioning

and long lines for

degrees

advice, the North Hall council
to purchase an iron and a

microwave for residents to use. They
proudly report that both are still intact
and avariable for all to use. Encouraging
fellow residents to take responsibility

heads

of success, This year a group Of freshmen
men in North Hall have taken the council
to a new level of involvement.
Curt

showers, it made everyone's
day a little
brighter-and
cleaner. Getting recycling
bins in the hall was another small but

Kuiper, Bob Taylor, Mitch Shooks, Mark
Hubers, Justin Zylstra, and Aaron Lynch
along with their community
advisor,
Newton Trowbridge,
meet. twice a month

important step toward encouraging
responsibility,
they say.
The council also plans events that will
help the residents get to know One anoth-

to discuss how they can make their hall a
better place in which to live.
"Sometimes
institutional
policies seem

er better. A three-on-three

istrators

COLLEGE

The proposal is now in the hands of Dean
Taylor who will come with a final recommendation to the president. Taylor says that when
he came to Dordt four years ago, he was convinced the curfew should be eliminated. Since
that time, he admits, he has seen its value for
some students. He, the administration, and the
students realize that the college needs to evaluate negative and positive rationales before they
make a decision.
There are bound to be differences of opin-

North Hall council takes
leadership seriously

to be based on the premise that given the
. chance students are going to make trouble," says Taylor. "We would like admin-

format

DORDT

wanted change and wanted

it now."
North Hall council and Student Forum members Bob Taylor and Curt Kuiper wrote a proposal that recommended slowly phasing out
curfew over a period of three years. In their
rationale they listed several reasons for the proposal. Many students do not need a curfew to
make good decisions; in fact, sometimes rules
discourage taking responsibility for actions.
Many students don't go to bed at curfewwhich makes study or sleep more difficult
because others are socializing in the room or in

to assume we will be responsible
unless we prove otherwise,"
"If people are treated as adults they are
more likely to act like adults," Kuiper adds.

basketball

tournament drew seventy-five percent
participation.
Promoting
alcohol awareness and responsibility
has also been a

focus.
''These

guys have gone beyond

expec-

tations," says Loomis. "They have
demonstrated
strong leadership skills that
are going to be a valuable service
college in the years ahead."

to the
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orne time ago a colleague made a comment that caused me to pause and
reflect on things that we ordinarily take
very much for granred. I had just been telling
him about an educational conference that [
knew he would be interested in. What was
unique about the conference was the fact that
the registration was free and attending it
would not require us to travel any distance. It
was an Internet conference. The conference
was to be conducted over the Internet, the
conferees communicating with each other by
computer. A two-week period was identified,
during which prospective conferees could
sign-up, sending their e-mail address to the
conference organizers. Then, on a specified
date, the four papers to be presented would
be e-mailed to each of the conferees. For the
following two weeks the conference would
take place over the Internet, with two or three
days of e-mail discussion devoted to each of
the papers. It sounded like a great idea. My
colleague's response, the comment that made
me pause and reflect, went something like
this, "Isn't it amazing how so many people
do so much work for free i~ order to keep the
Internet going?" You see, currently, the
Internet is supported by people who do their
work pro bono, that is, without pay.
Well, in one sense it is amazing. Many
people involved in technology today seem to
be in it simply to make money. We've even
raised to the status of folk heroes people like
Steve Jobs and Bill Gates, merely because
they were successful in making millions of
dollars in the computer business. But in
another sense, maybe it isn't so amazing that
people would work for free in order to keep
the Internet going. After all, as Christians we
believe that the Lord calls us into existence
in order to work, that by our work we have
an opportunity to bring Christ's redemptive
healing to a broken world, and that the ultimate reward for our work is not money, but
rather to hear the Lord say, "Well done good
and faithful servant! You have been faithful
with a few things; I will put you in charge of
many things. Come and share your master's
happiness!"
But wait! This is America, the land of the
entrepreneur. This is where the twin virtues
of free enterprise and competition saved us
from sharing the fate of the Soviet Union. To
work without concern that you are being paid
what the market will bear, well, that's downright un-American! If free enterprise is a
virtue, then working without concern for pay
must be a vice.
Is it? Or is all this pro bono technical work
in support of the Internet instead a glimmer
of light that by God's grace is breaking
through the darkness of our self-centered and
materialistic culture? Doesn't this kind of
thing happen elsewhere? How about when
the hobbyist woodworker spends hours in the
workshop crafting a piece of furniture, only
to give it away. There is no monetary remuneration, just the pleasure of knowing that
the gift is appreciated. Or what about when
grandmother works for days purchasing food,
carefully preparing it, cooking it, and serving
it on a day when the extended family is gathered together just to visit with one another?
She neither gets nor looks for money as payment for services rendered. But again, there
is the pleasure of knowing that her work is
appreciated. One, could give many more
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Isn't

it amazing how

so many people do so
much work for free in
order to keep the
Internet going?
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examples of hard work that is done without
thought for monetary remuneration. Some of
them, of course, might be classified as acts of
mercy or acts of love. But many, like that of
the. hobbyist woodworker, have no such connection. The work is performed without
thought of monetary remuneration. Although,
again, there is usually great pleasure either
in doing the work or in knowing that it is
appreciated for its quality. Are these all unAmerican, violations of those twin virtues of
free enterprise and competition? In other
words, vices? I should hope not.
On the other hand, consider the following.
During the 1960s the Engineering Council
for Professional Development had written in
its code of ethics the following statement:
Engineers shall not undertake nor agree to
perform any engineering service on a free
basis. Many other engineering codes likewise
insisted that it is the obligation of engineers
to require adequate compensation, in other
words, monetary remuneration at the going
fee scale. It seems it is considered a vice to
work for free because doing so destroys competition. Or, more importantly, it eliminates a
source of income that might slake the avaricious thirst of fellow engineers. If that
sounds strange, consider this second example: I recently talked with a government official in a small municipality regarding a possible energy efficiency project that could
serve both the residents of the municipality
as well as the cause of good srewardship. But
I was immediately rebuffed because the
municipality would then make a product
available to residents at a price lower than
what they would pay if they bought it from a

local vendor. Notwithstanding the fact that
the product was an insignificant part of the
local vendor's business, the mere threat to
competition more hypothetical than real was
enough to quash any further consideration of
the project.
My poinr in all rhis is simply that the free
enterprise system as we know it is seriously
flawed. The success of the Internet, supported as it is by people who work without
concern for monetary remuneration, is one
small demonstration of that flaw. Sadly, that
very success is about to be the undoing of the
Internet. Right now it is possible to send text,
graphics, and even pre-recorded sound messages over the Internet. In a very short time it
will be possible to send not only pre-recorded sound messages, but real time sound messages as well. If that were to occur, anyone
with access to the Internet would be able to
communicate with someone else, anywhere
in the world, in a manner that would be indistinguishable from that of the telephone. But
the big telephone companies will never let
that happen. One way or another the Internet
will be rumed into a vehicle for making
money. Then, of course, you will have to·
subscribe to use it. And you will have to put
up with the equivalent of commercials and
advertisements.
Some day, after the Lord returns, we will
no longer work for money. We will work,
motivated by the satisfaction that our efforts
serve and are appreciated by others.
Economics will then mean stewardship. And
there will probably be something like the
Internet. But it will not be amazing that people work without monetary pay to support it.

/

Charles Adams has been tea<hlng
ngineering at Dordt since the pro
gram began in 1979.
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"Surface Resistance Measurements at 337 GHz,"
a technical paper by physics professor, Dr. John
Zwart, is being published in the February 1996
issue of the International Journal of Infrared and
Millimeter Waves. The paper was co-authored with
researchers at NASA and completes Zwart's reporting on research efforts from the last several sum-

mers.

Dr. John Zwart

The professional
involvements of Dordt faculty members outside of the classroom
reveal Dordt '5 commitment to
provide educational leadership in the Christian community as well as among its own
students.
By sharing these
activities, we hope to provide
fellow Christians with further
resources, ideas, and encouragement as they work to be of
service in Christ's "kingdom:

Director of teacher education, Dr. George
Faber, spent February 5-8 on the Central College
campus as a member of the Iowa Department of
Education site visit team. The team reviewed
Central's Institutional Report to confirm that they
were in compliance with the Iowa Teacher
Education standards. All Teacher Education
Programs have such a review every five years.
The Team consists of the Iowa Director of
Teacher Education and Development and five
members from other Iowa Colleges of Teacher
Education.
The Institute for Reformational Studies at
Potchefstroom University for Christian Higher
Education in South Africa will be republishing Dr.
Tom Visker's chapter in the book Christianity and
Leisure: issues in a Pluralistic Society as an IRS
Study Pamphlet. The chapter is entitled "Play,
Game, and Sport in a Reformed, Biblical
Worldview."
Dr. Paul Moes and Dr. Kenneth Bussema gave
a presentation at the March North Central
Association Meeting in Chicago. The presentation,
"Assessment of Mission throngb Essay Writing,"
describes the development of the Social Challenges
Essay and the rating scales used in Dordt's assessment program. Moes and Bussema use figures in
their report based on data collected from Dordt students over the past three years.
A paper presented by Dr. John Van Rys last
summer at the Arts and Cultural Democracy
Conference at Calvin College has been accepted for
publication in Christianity and Literature. The article, "Reclaiming Marginalia: The Grotesque and
the Christian Reader," will appear in the SpringSummer 1995 issue (Volume 44, numbers 3-4).
The Banner recently published "Legacy of an
Unorthodox Moralist," a tribute to Canadian novelist Robertson Davies by Van Rys.

Related to Aging and Gender," was accepted by the
journal Neuropsychologia. The paper describes
-measures showing a reduced capacity to transfer
simple information between
the left and right brain hemispheres for persons over the
age of 60. The effect was
most pronounced for females.
Most of the data was collected on elderly and younger
participants living in
Scotland.
Another paper, co-authored with Jeeves and
Wayne Norman from Redeemer College in Ontario,
has been accepted by the journal, Cortex. It examines the way in which the two cerebral hemispheres
direct or manage attention. Most of this data was
collected using Dordt College undergraduate volunteers.
On January 29 and 30, the director of Dordt's
graduate education program, Dr. Jack Fennema,
conducted inservice education for K-12 teachers of
Walnut Creek (California) Christian Schools on the
topic of classroom management. He also presented
an evening lecture to parents.
Fennema also led a retreat workshop for the
scbool board of the Faith Christian High School,
Bigelow, Minnesota, on February 9 & 10.
During his leave last fall, Dr. John Van Dyk finished writing two books on Christian approaches to
classroom teaching. In November 1995 he spent
time in Australia, where he served as a consultant
to the National Institute for Christian Education
and engaged in educational research.
Communication professors Dr. Charles
Veenstra and Dr. Daryl Vander Kooi have completed and are now gaining copyright for the third
revision of the text Responsible Public Address
which is used in the introductory communication
course at Dordt College.
Dr. J,B. Hulst gave the keynote address at the
35th Anniversary dinner of Calvin Christian School
in Winnipeg, Manitoba, in November and spoke at
the Spring Banquet of the Arizona Christian
Education Endowment in Phoenix in March,
ae In January he served as moderator of a dialogue
on the denominational relations at the Coalition of

Christian Colleges and Universities annual meetings, He also gave a meditation at a session of the
Council of Independent Colleges President's
Institute held later that month.
Dr. James C. Schaap, on leave this semester to
write, had his story, "Committal" published in the
March issue of the Reformed Herald. He has also
been busy speaking and reading across the country.
He spent time at the Denver Christian Schools in
early March and visited Western Michigan, South,
Grand Rapids, Calvin, and Kalamazoo Christian
High Schools in mid-March. Schaap also spoke on
Christianity and fiction writing at Hessel Park
CRC's Wednesday Forum on the campus of the
University of Illinois.
Tim Vos, news director for KDCR radio, completed a master's program in journalism from the
University of Iowa, receiving his degree in
December of 1995.
Vos's thesis, titled Textbook Portrayals of News
Formsfrom the 1940s through the 1980s, examines
the patterns journalists follow in writing news stories. Although most textbooks present these patterns or news forms as insular, unchanging, and •
objective, Vos argues that news forms are many and
changing and that rather than being tools for objectivity, they shape how journalists understand reality
and interpret news.
During his time at the University of Iowa, Vos
was inducted into the national honor society of
journalism and mass communication, Kappa Tau
Alpha, and elected to the editorial board of the
Journal ofCommunciation inquiry. Since his study
leave Vas has also taught part -time in the communication department.
Mark Buss, a 1989 graduate of Dordt, has
joined the college advancement office as a development representative. Buss,
who has worked in radio
and television since graduating almost seven years ago,
will be involved with
fundraising duties connected
with the Dordt 2000 campaign currently underway.

The Board of Trustees
announces the inaguration of

Four faculty, English professor Dr. Lorna Van
Gilst, education professor Dr. Rick Eigenbrood,
theatre professor John Hofland, and psychology
professor Dr. Kenneth Bussema, along with five
students will be returning to Kharkov, Ukraine, in
May. Professors and students will be teaching
English at a private school and at the Kharkov
.Pedagogical University. They will also lead workshops for teachers and design a show for a puppet
theater.

DR. CARL E, ZYLSTRA

as the third president of Dordt College
on Friday, the eighteenth of October
nineteen hundred and ninety-six
at half past one 0' clock in the afternoon
in the Dordt College B.l. Haan Auditorium
Sioux Center, Iowa.

Dr. Paul Moes, professor of psychology, has had
two research reports accepted for publication. A
paper, co-authored with Professor Malcolm Jeeves
from the University of St. Andrews, Scotland,
titled, "Interhemispheric Transfer Time Differences

A public reception will follow.

De Boer's Ph.d research advances use of digital signalling

D

Dr. Douglas De Boer

r. Doug De Boer's recently completed
Ph.D. thesis gives a boost to the move
from analog to digital signaling for
radio, satellite, television, and telephone communication systems.
De Boer, who was awarded his Ph.D. from
the University of Colorado at Colorado
Springs in December, says his thesis was an
investigation of a theory for improving digital
communication.
Digital systems are already in use in most
satellite and long distance phone systems
through the use of a phase-shift keying (PSK)
modulation system. However, says De Boer,
this system limits the number of channels that
can be used at one time and requires a strong
signal for error-free reception.
Scientists are developing a new technique
called "shaping" to replace PSK. It will not

only offer access to more channels but also
allow them to communicate with a weaker
signal. This has obvious implications for cellular phone systems among other things.
Although some satellite systems have
already been converted to shaped modulation,
the mathematical models did not account for
all of the observed phenomenon, De Boer
says. His thesis, "Shaped Modulation in Noisy
Fading Channels" presents a new mathematical model of shaped modulation. Through this
model, De Boer correctly predicted a problem
that previously had not been realized. Through
further research he was able to design and
analyze a modification of the shaping technique that will avoid having the problem
occur.
De Boer's research can be applied to existing satellite channels without disrupting cur/
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rent service because the shaping technique is
reverse compatible. That means that modifying a transmitter to incorporate shaping does
not mean that all receivers need to be modified or replaced to receive a signal. Just as
black and white television sets produce a satisfactory picture from a color signal, digital
receivers not designed for shaped modulation
will still work as they always have. New
receivers will be required to take advantage of
the new technique, however.
De Boer teaches courses in electronics,
digital logic, communication
systems, and
control systems. He says his research has
given him new ideas for courses and laboratory work and also confirmed for him the
importance of the foundational theories
taught in Dordt's undergraduate
engineering
courses.

March 1996

Sports'

"'_'c __

,_"_'_

............
' _' '..
c

-"'

.....

';,;",;,'

''','

.....
'.

."

_

."

Men's Basketball reaches tournament play
Stew Hoogland

he 1995-96 men's basketball season
brought about several changes for the
Dordt College Defenders. Former
assistant Greg Van Soelen replaced long-time
head coach Rick Vander Berg. Dordt also
entered the South Dakota-Iowa Conference
(SDIC) which brought a new sixteen-game
conference schedule and a new way to qualify
for nationals.
The Defenders struggled early in the non-

T

conference

part of their schedule.

Despite

winning their first three games of the season,
Dordt fell on hard times losing five straight.
The team ended the 1995 portion of the
schedule with a win in the consolation round
of the SDIC pre-season tourney.
Dordt's first task in SDIC play was to head
to Western South Dakota to battle a pair of
SDIC favorites in 16th-ranked Black Hills
State and South Dakota Tech. A pair of fourpoint wins on that trip set the scene for the
conference slate.
"That weekend was a turning point," said
Van Soelen. "When we won two out there

against two of the better teams; we knew we
could be a conference contender,"
The Defenders remained near the top of the

SDIC for most of the season. Despite a double-overtime loss to the University of Sioux
Falls and a close loss to Huron on the road,
the Defenders

D

Dordt College boasted a
record number of ScholarAthletes from this years fall
sports. Scholar-Athletes need
to be juniors or seniors who
have excelled in their sport
and in their academic work.
This fall's athlete's were:

January, they overcame a late deficit to Sioux
Falls at home for a two-point win.
In front of a packed home crowd in early
February, the Defenders seemed to have
defeated a still-ranked Black Hills State with a
late basket, but Black Hills hit a half-court
shot at the buzzer to pull out a one-point win.
The next night, Dordt rallied with a strong
effort to beat South Dakota Tech.

Kristi Hofland - volleyball
Sonya Jongsma - cross country

"AU season long, we were able to bounce

back with big wins," said Van Soelen. "I give
the players credit for that ability."
Late in the season, as the Defenders were
eyeing a spot in the SDIC four-team playoffs,
Dordt won four of five, including a road win
at Dakota State and home wins against Huron,
the eventual SDIC national qualifier, and
Westmar. Despite

a loss at homecoming

to

Mt. Marty, the Defenders, with a 10-6 confer-

Talented freshmen join women's team
ordt's entrance into the South DakotaIowa Conference this season proved
especially significant for the Dordt
College women.
Three of the lady Defenders' SDIC opponents were ranked among the top twenty
nationally in the NAIA Division 11for most of
the season.
"We played many very good teams, this
season," said Coach Len Rhoda. "It was hard
to get wins on the road."
Dordt played its non-conference games in
November and December and closed out its
pre-holiday portion of the schedule with a 5-4
record....
"We beat some good teams in December,"
said Rhoda. "We defeated two Iowa
Conference teams in Buena Vista and Central
and also defeated Northwestern and
Hastings."
After the new year in SDIC play, the Lady
Defenders began running into ranked teams
and road games. Dordt's women finished at 412 in the first season in the SDIC.
As the season came to an end with a 9- 16
record, it marked the end of the career for four
seniors who have made strong contributions to
the Dordt College women's program.
Jill (Anema) Van Essen and Anita
Tinklenberg both completed their careers as
four-year starters. Van Essen became the sixth
Lady Defender to reach 1,000 career points as
she wrapped up her career with 1,062 career
points. Tinklenberg became the all-time
school leading rebounder with 809 rebounds
in her career, topping the old record of 727.
Van Essen was second in team scoring with
11.9 points per game. Tinklenberg was third
in scoring at 10.9 points per game and led the
team in rebounding with 9.7 boards per game.
Two other seniors, Jeanette Nydam and
Kari (Vanden Hoek) Westra both played for
all four years and played key roles already as
freshmen.
"I cannot say enough about what those
seniors have meant to our program," said
Rhoda. "They've had great attitudes though
the years and they've been hard workers."
A strong freshman class this season showed

Scholar-Athletes

hung in the race. Late in

Rhoda great promise for the future. Lisa Roos
stood out for the Lady Defenders as a freshman. She led the team in scoring with 12.8
points per game and was second on the team
rebounding with 8.6 rebounds per game.
"Lisa came in as a freshman and did really
well," said Rhoda. Roos led the SDIC in fieldgoal percentage and finished the season second in the NAIA Division II in shooting as
she converted 60.3 percent of her field-goal
attempts for the season,
"As the season went on, we looked more
and more to our underclassmen," said Rhoda.
"Sophomores Cherilyn Dykstra and Amber
Krosschell and freshmen Angie Davelaar,
Alissa Beckering and Angie Schiebout will be
our nucleus in the future."
A positive change for the Dordt women this
season was playing in the evening preceding
the men's game.
"I think the women really enjoyed that
change," said Rhoda. "Although we usually
started with small crowds, by the end of the
game, there was usually a big crowd there to
support us."
"We're looking forward to next year,"
said Rhoda. "We've got an outstanding frontcourt that can compete with anyone. As our
backcourt improves, we'll be very competitive."

Lisa Roos earned lite second blgbest sbooIIng

_laKe

10 NAJA D1vlo1oD IL

ence record, still qualified for the SDIC fourteam playoffs.
Dordt battled back from an early deficit in
the playoff game and managed several ties
before eventually losing 89-77, closing out the
season with 16-13 record.
"We were satisfied making the SDIC playoffs," said Van Soelen. "But we are also disappointed because we thought we could have
gone to the nationals. It was a very competitive conference and all four teams were pretty
even."
This year's team was very balanced with
eleven players seeing significant playing time.
A total of ten players took turns leading the
team in scoring.
Seniors Troy Stahl and Scott Van Essen
both earned honors as third-team picks on the
all-SDIC teams. Stabl set a new school record
for three-pointers in his career, and Van Essen
led the balanced team in scoring with 12.3
points per game. Stabl ranked fifth nationally
in three-point percentage. Dordt ranked
nationally in the NAIA Division II in fieldgoal shooting at 50.5 percent and 73.9 percent
at the free-throw line,
Other seniors who completed their careers
were Kyle Van Zee, who tied junior Tracy
Winkle for the team lead in rebounds with 4.9
boards per game, and Devin Droog.
"It was a good season," said Van Soelen.
We're going to miss our seniors next year, but
we'll have some good players coming back,
too."

Eric VanderMey - soccer
Joy Veenstra - volleyball

Pluim earns second All-American this year
ordt College freshman Sarah Pluim
from Orange City earned AlIAmerican honors at the NAIA
Indoor Track and Field Championships in
Lincoln, Nebraska in early March.
Pluim finished fourth in the 8OD-meter dash
-to earn the All-American laurels. Her time
was 2: 19. Pluim earned All-American honors
in cross-country last fall at the NAIA CrossCountry championships in Wisconsin.
The Dordt women's 4 x 800-meter relay
was ninth at the indoor national meet, missing
All-American by three spots. They did establish a new school record, bettering the previous mark by more than nine seconds to 9:37.
Members of the relay team were Cathy
Palmer, a freshman from Long Pine,
Nebraska; Heidi Vanden Hoek, a freshman'
from Lynden, Washington; Becky Van De
Griend, a freshman from Orange City; and
Sarab Pluim.
Matt Howerzyl competed for the Dordt men
in the 55-meter hurdles. Howerzyl, a junior
from Boise, Idaho, finished ninth with a time
of 0:07.81, only one hundredth of a second
away from the final qualifying time,

D

/
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Micah Schreurs - soccer

Sarah Pluim was bonored
as an NAJA AlI·American
at this year's homecoming
_rilles.
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Picking distinguished alumni is easy
Jim DeYoung

Alumni Dfreeter

Distinguishing

one

alumnus from the body
of 10,000 Dordt alumni

is a bit like being [orced.
to Pick a single flower

out of a large rose garden
in full bloom,

"

, 'DistingUiShed
Alumnus." That
appellation has been applied to a
Oordt College alumnus each year
for the last five.
This year's Distinguished Alumnus was Ray
Vander Laan ('73), a nineteen- year-veteran
Christian school teacher who is currently
developing videos and other educational materials for Focus on the Family. (See story on
page 13.)
The dictionary meaning of distinguished is
"characterized by excellence." There is a
sense in which that meaning plays a part in
our selection of a distinguished alumnus. A
Dordt College distinguished alumnus must be
characterized by excellence in two areas,
according to the criteria for the award.
First, he or she must be demonstrate a life
of faithful service for Christ in his Kingdom,
exemplifying the perspective and commitment
that Dordt seeks to develop in its students.
Second, the distinguished alumnus must have
developed expertise or had experiences which
can be shared for the benefit of the college
community.
Ray Vander Laan, like each of our previous
honorees, was definitely distinguished in that
sense. Ouring nineteen years of faithful service in the Christian school classroom, Ray
has developed expertise-a remarkable store
of knowledge about the cultural context of the

and difficult

Bible-that made his presentations on campus
some of the most exciting in my memory.
But there is a sense in which we need to
keep the root of distinguished in mind as we
select a distinguished alumnus. A dictionary
definition of distinguish is "to recognize as
being distinct; to set apart." That definition
reminds me that distinguishing one alumnus
from the body of 10,000 Dordt alumni is a bit
like being forced to pick a single flower out of
a large rose garden in full bloom. You see
more beautiful flowers than you can count,
and just within reach there are a dozen that
look virtually indistinguishable, so you pick
one that catches your eye. The act of picking
is a large part of what distinguishes the rose in
your hand from the scores left unpicked.
When we pick a distinguished alumnus of
Oordt College, we know that there are hundreds more who could be picked, who are living lives of faithful service and who have
expertise or stories that could enrich the cam-

pus community.
In fact, that's what I find most enjoyable,
most meaningful, about the distinguished
alumni series. These distinguished alumni,
characterized as they are by excellence, are
representative of the alumni body as a whole.
Of course, there are alumni who don't meet
the criteria for this award, but most are distinguishing themselves as faithful servants of
Jesus Christ in the many and varied tasks to
which they've been called.
It is especially meaningful to hear people

Jim DeYoung

like Ray Vander Laan testify how God used
Dordt College to prepare them for lives of service. In addition to Ray, Dordt has named four
Distinguished Alumni who serve in a variety
of ways-a Christian college professor, an
attorney advocating for the poor, a social work
supervisor in a large youth-services agency,
and the president of a prominent arts organization.
These five, along with thousands of others,
remind us that what happens on campus today
will reverberate in the lives of alurllOi and
those they come into contact with for years to
come. That is both encouragement and challenge to the faculty and staff of Dordt College.
We covet your prayers and support as we seek
to remain faithful to our task of providing serviceable insight so that graduates of Oordt
College may continue to be prepared for lives
of service before the face of God.

CampaignUpdate---

Faculty will move into the new office complex in early summer.
Gerry Ebbers
Development Director

If

the mild weathe;

continues, crews should
be able to get an early
start on the construction.

"
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college campus is a dynamic place.
There is always excitement in the air
about some pending event. As I write,
that excitement could be for the annual homecoming talent extravaganza or for the production of the musical, Opal. But if you get near
the maintenance department, you'll find their
excitement centers on their pending move
into their new building. During spring break,
they will make the transition into their new
quarters.
You may not get a faculty member to admit
it, but there is excitement there as well as they
see the new faculty office addition nearing
completion. Occasionally you may find a faculty member wandering through the construction or standing in blissful anticipation of an
office with a window and enough room to fit
both their books and a student or two.
The first (albeit smallest) part of the Dordt
2000 Campaign to be completed is the erec-

A

_
tion of a new 500-foot radio tower and the
removal of the old. Many of you have
informed us about the improvement in your
reception of the radio signal in your area. And
some, who have never been able to hear
KOCR before, can now do so.
With the old tower gone and with the maintenance department due to be out of their old
area by the time you read this, work canbegin
on the recreation complex. The blueprints are
complete, contracts have been signed, and the
area is ready for the equipment to move in. If
the mild weather continues, crews should be
able to get an early start on the construction.
The architect's drawing gives an excellent
idea of what the rec complex will look like
when it is finished. On the left is the current
gymnasium which will remain as is. In the
middle is the area vacated by the maintenance
department which will be renovated. And on
the right is the indoor track area with additional space for weight lifting, aerobics, racquetball, and gymnastics.
Meanwhile work on raising funds for all of
these projects continues. We are halfway
through our series of dinners throughout our
constituency-We are very thankful for the
generous support that we continue to receive.
As the graph shows, we are more than
halfway to our goal. In the next months we
will be hosting dinners primarily in the midwest.
When you receive an invitation to your
local area dinner, please try to come even if
you believe your giving is insignificant. It is
ALL the small and medium and large gifts of
ALL our supporters that have in the past and
will for this campaign as well enable us to
meet our goal. We want to share with you
what we are doing at the college, we want to
present the exciting opportunities that the
Lord is placing before us, and we want to ask
you to stand with us in this kingdom work.

IMPLEMENTING THE VISION

[ill

«
[2

[ill

$16
million
$14
million
$12
million
$10
million

Campaign Goal: $16 million
Raised to date: $10 million
Dordt 2000 is a five-year $16 million
campaign to provide additional campus facilities, meet the annual fund
goals, and inc~easethe endowment.

/
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Ray Vander Laan broadens his classroom through Focus on the Family video
Jesus' ministry, and the impact of the geography

Sally Jongsma

S

ales are booming for Ray Vander Laan's
('73) new video series, "That the World
May Know," a guided tour of Israel that

puts the Bible in historical

and geographical

context. Yet Vander Laan feels undeserving of
the recognition the series has brought.
"I've just been given the opportunity to pass
along what I learned from my parents and my
professors at Dordt,'

he says. At the sarne time,

Vander Laan, who says he grew up hearing the

name Kuyper and the notion that not one square
inch of this world should be left to the devil,

believes this heritage is one of the exciting
aspects of his work on the Focus on the Family-

sponsored project.

geographic

setting of the Bible goes back to his

early years as a Bible teacher. Graduating from
Dordt in 1973, he enrolled at Westminster
Theological Seminary, always intending to use
his degree to teach rather than preach.

During his senior year in seminary, he spent a
year in Israel. "It was a transforming year," he
says, giving him a new understanding of the
Scriptures and a desire to learn more.
Following

seminary he began teaching at

Eastern Christian High School in New Jersey

and served part-time as minister of education at
Midland Park Christian Reformed

Church.

"Another staff person encouraged me to con-

"What attracted Dobson to the project was the
Reformed understanding that Christians must

live in and transform the culture in which God
places them," Vander Laan says.

It all began on a Vander Laan-Ied tour of
Israel that included Dr. James Dobson, head of

Focus on the Family. Dobson was so impressed
with Vander Laan's knowledge

that he persuad-

ed him to develop a series of videos for his orga-

nization.
"In all my years as a believer, nothing has
opened the Scriptures for me quite like the presentation by Ray Vander Laan in Israel," says
Dobson.

In the video series, Vander Laan shows how
understanding the Bible's historical context
opens up the meaning of the Scriptures.

"Western Christianity tends to spiritualize the
concept of the promised Land as It is presented
in the Bible," Vander Laan says in his introduction to the video series, adding, "We have
unconsciously separated our walk with God
from our responsibility toward the world in
which he has placed us. Living by faith is not a

vague, otherworldly experience; rather it is
being faithful to God right now, in the place and
time He has put us."
"The language of the Bible is bound by cul-

ture and time. We need to understand those
words from the perspective of the people who
used them." Hebrew people, he says, talk in very
concrete terms, using pictures, metaphors, and

examples rather than ideas, definitions, and
abstractions.

on our understanding of Scripture.
Vander Laan's interest in the historical and

For example, instead of talking

tinue my study of the Bible in the context of
Jewish culture, and I enrolled at Yeshiva

University in New York." During that same time
Vander Laan was asked to lead a study tour to
Israel, replacing the scheduled
suffered a heart attack.

guide who had

The trip wasn't what he would want it to be
today, but it did convince him of the value of
such study trips. He developed the "Israel in
Depth" tour that Eastern Christian sponsored in

alternate summers, taking high school students
and community people on a sixteen-day trip to
Israel. In 1990 he moved to Holland Christian
High School, taking the tour with him.
"The program has exploded," he says. This

summer he and his wife Esther will do five
tours. There are 800 people waiting to partic-

ipate.
At present Vander Laan is on a two-year leave
from Holland Christian High, working for Focus
on the Family.
"I had hoped to complete the video series and

."

get a long wayan my doctorate during this time,
but I'll only just barely get the series done
before school starts again in September," he

lauds the fact that during his two-day visit here,

teaching and his eagerness to share the
Reformed culture-transforming
vision of the
Christian life that drive Vander Laan.

tion. He acknowledges that despite that grounding he received as a student, he often didn't

"I want my students to have a kingdom
vision. By that I mean the Jewish understanding
of the power of God bringing healing and

restoration to this broken, but good creation.

him our shepherd.

Anytime they respond to evil, heal brokenness,

Understanding

that deepens

The series highlights

the influence

or reclaim an element of God's world, the kingof culture

on religious practice of the time, the setting of

instruction he received as a student at Dordt, and

says.
But he is eager to get back. It is his love of

about God as omnipresent, Hebrew authors call
our understand of a passage.

Ray Vander Leen

dom is here," he says.
Vander Laan speaks appreciatively

about th,:

he saw it as the driving force behind the institu-

understand

how that Reformed

vision applied

outside of religious practice. That is something
he has learned over the years. The same will
undoubtedly be trne for today's students. But the
seeds are planted.
He is also very grateful for the opportunity
work at Focus on the Family.

to

"I've developed an admiration for the integrity of the organization and their commitment to
impact families," he says. And he's become convinced of the importance of being at the cutting
edge of technology

to reach the world for Christ.

The popularity of his series is proof enough that
the opportunities are there to be grasped. Not

only are sales of his video series booming in this
country, but also in several foreign countries. In
addition, he is working with technicians on a
book titled
ROM titled

Messioh.

Echoes of his Presence and a CDJesus: The Mall, The Message, The

Both will be in bookstores

by this

summer.
Next year Vander Laan will be back in his

classroom, the same person but also changed by
his experiences. One of the things he hopes to
do is continue exploring how technology can
make him a more effective teacher. He issues the
same challenge to the Christian community and
to Dordt.

In addition to presenting a public lecture, Ray Vander Laan spoke in class.
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"There are funds for students to go to seminary. why not set up a fund for future Christian
movie directors," he says. He lauds the off-campus programs that many Dordt students participate in, including the Los Angeles Film Studies
Program. "People need.to become involved,
working together to transform our culture."
/

W hat attracted
Dobson to the project
was the Reformed
understanding that
Christians must live
in and transform the

culture in which God
places them,
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60s
Dr. Ron Blankespoor ('68) was named the 199596 recipient of the Calvin College Presidential
Award for Exemplary Teaching.
The Presidential Award does not mark the first
time Blankespoor has been honored for his achievements in the classroom. In 1977 he was honored
with Wake Forest's Award for Excellence in
Teaching.
Blankespoor credits his two brothers, Gilbert
('58) and Harvey ('60), with inspiring him not only
to work hard, but also to dream of a career in the
sciences.
Interestingly enough, all three brothers have
received awards for their teaching. Gilbert now
teaches biology at Augustana College in Sioux
Falls, South Dakota, where he received a Teaching
Excellence and Campus Leadership Award, and
Harvey teaches biology at Hope College where he
was honored as National Professor of the Year.

70s

Did you know that the alumni
notes are generally
the most
widely read section of alumni
publications? Dordt alums are no
different
from those at other
institutions. Your classmates are
interested in where you are and
what you are doing today. So,
take a few minutes to drop us a
note. Don't wait until you have a
child or experience an earthshaking change in your life. And if
you do send us birth announcements, consider also sending a
few lines telling us what else
you're busy with. We're all interested in knowing how Dordt
grads-including
those from the
fifties and sixties-are working
in the kingdom. You may use the
correspondance
clipping below
or e-mail us at voice@dordt.edu.

John and Ruth Ann (Van Stelle) De Master
('71,'71) wrote to help identify the people in the
flashback photo in the last issue. They live in
Ballwin, Missouri, where John is the administrator
at Twin Oaks Christian School and Ruth Ann is a
substitute teacher. "This is not newsworthy but we
do appreciate hearing the news from Dordr and
thought you should know where we are. We read
the Voice cover (0 cover. Good work!" Now that's
what we like to hear!
Ronald Staal ('75) passed the CPA exam in
November. He is a lawyer at Boeing Company,
recently returned to Seattle after a year and a half
in Cleveland, Ohio, working on a construction venture.

80s
Len Fakkema ('8t) has done his share to support
Dordt's
soccer team. As coach of Lynden's
Christian High School's soccer team since it began
four years ago, he has helped train four players who
have gone on to play at Dordt. In those four years
Fakkema's team has qualified for the state tournament each year, finishing fourth and third the last
two seasons.
Fakkema, who teaches physical education and
geography at Lynden Middle School, is also a
teacher consultant for the Washington Geographic
Alliance.
Last summer he taught a Summer
Geography Institute sponsored by the National
Geographic Society.
Ida Kaastru-Mutlage ('82) is the volunteer
coordinator for ServiceLink, a new program of the
Christian Reformed Church in Canada. Her husband James has just finished the courses required to
enter the bar program in law. The Mutiagos live in
Ontario, and have two children, Bryant, 2, and
Angela, three months.

Flashback

Tell us who they are and tell us
something about them!
Henry and Lavonne (Kok,'82) Bansberg live in
Marysville,
Washington.
Henry is an aircraft
mechanic in Everett, and Lavonne is home full-time
with their son, Joshua.

Cal and Connie (Schryvershot) Runia ('83:82)
live in Wilsonville, Oregon, with their children,
Peter, 4; Connor, 3; and Tia (four months). Cal is an
owner of Softlaw Corporation, where he works as a
programmer. Connie works part-time as in-house
corporate counsel at Sonetics Corporation and does
some paralegal work.
Larry ('83) and Linda Hiemstra live in Zillah,
Washington, with their three children: ......
Marie, 6;
Philip, 4; and Alice (four months). LaITy owns his
own business, L & L Construction. He is a general
contractor working mostly in residential construction. Larry is a Promise Keepers Pointman for his
church, leading a men's Bible study each Saturday
morning. He also teaches fifth grade boys Sunday
school. Linda is boo keeper for the business and
stays home with their children.
Steve and Lynn (Ruis) Boersma ('83,'85) live in
Federal Way, Washington. Steve is an occupational
th-erapist at Auburn General Hospital
in the
Industrial Rehab clinic, and Lynn is an elementary
school teacher in the Federal Way public school sys-

tem.
Pierre and Beth (Bnller) Folkerts ('83,ex'86)
recently moved to Inwood, Iowa. Pierre works at
the Davelaar Dairy, and Beth is a sales clerk at Aleo
in Canton, South Dakota. They have two daughters:

Katy, 10 and Emily, 6.
Dennis and Rosemari (Fey) Kroll ('84:89) are
currently on furlough after five years of teaching
with Christian
Reformed World Missions and
English Language
Institute
China (ELIC) in
Northeastern China. They will be living in Wheaton,

Galileo mission brings exciting results to alum researcher
Paul Mahaffy

P

Last issue we asked runners to
let us know who you are. We'd
still like to hear from more of
you. We've received
several
notes or e-mail messages, but if
you'd be willing to be part of an
article in the June issue send a
note soon.

aul Mahaffy ('72) has learned not to
expect quick results from his work. The
team of which he is a member at the
Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt,
Maryland, began working on a neutral mass
spectrometer for the Galileo mission to Jupiter
in the early 80s. The Galileo was scheduled to
be launched on the shuttle after the Challenger,
but after the explosion it was set back for nearly four years. The spacecraft was finally put
into space in 1989.
On December 7, 1995, Mahaffy and his colleagues finally began to realize the fruit of the
work begun in the early 80s. It was the day
that Galileo's atmospheric probe containing
the mass spectrometer made its high-speed
plunge into Jupiter. The team knew they had at
most seventy-five minutes of data transmission
before the probe would melt and vaporize
from the heat. They ended up with fifty-seven
minutes of information.
"It was an exciting time," says Mahaffy,
"especially when we found that the instrument
worked just as it was supposed to:'
The neutral mass spectrometer is an instru-

ment that determines the composition of the
atmosphere, says Mahaffy. It demonstrated the
presence of the noble gases-helium,
neon,
argon, krypton, and xenon-which
had never
before been measured near Jupiter. The information significantly advanced scientists'
understanding of Jupiter.
"We were doing basic research into Jupiter's
composition and its relation to other gaseous
bodies," says Mahaffy.
Although Mahaffy and his colleagues will
be studying the data for some time and will get
collaborative data from the mission later, they
are also busy with new projects. One is developing an instrument for a mission to Saturn
that will be launched in 1997 and begin sending data in the year 2004. Another, even more
long range project, is building an instrument
for research on a comet.
"Comets are a bit hard to catch up with,"
says Mahaffy, wryly. He anticipates that it will
be launched in about 2003 but scientists won't
receive data until 2012.
"You have to take a long-term view," Mahaffy
says. "And you realize that although others may
reap the benefits, it is important work that takes a
team of people to accomplish:'
/

Lots of alumni from the 70s wrote in to identify last issue's flashback photo. Although there
were a few question marks, most agreed even on those who only show their backs: Bob
Clousing, Keith Vander Zwaan, Dan Hybels,
Jim Eekhoff, Mark Lemahieu, Warren Swier,
Rick Esselink.

Illinois, until the summer of '97 while Dennis does
graduate work at Wheaton College. After that timethey plan to return to the Peoples' Republic of China
for another term of service.
Steven and Lori (Dykhuuse.t Sfi) Sapp live in
Bruce, South Dakota. Lori works part-time as a
pediatric physical therapist, and Steve is a dairy
farmer. They have two children Charles, 18 months
and Andrea, 3 months.
Rev. Randall Klynsma (' 85) is in his sixth year
pastoring the Orthodox Reformed Church in Ripon,
California. Julie (Ten Haken,'85) is a stay-at-home

mom to Gregory (6), Anthony (5), Daniel (4),
Carlene (2), and Hannah (six months). Both are
involved in horneschooling their children.

Darryl and Shelly (Vos) De Ruiter ('S6,ex'88)
wrote and told us they're both avid runners so you
may hear more about them in an upcoming issue.
They live in Orange City, Iowa, where Darryl teaches physical
education
and Spanish
at Unity
Christian High School. Shelly is a physical therapist
for Therapeutic Health Services at Floyd Valley
Hospital in LeMars, Iowa. They have two children,
Derek, 2, and Morgan, four months.
Michael and Lana (Bosma,'87)
Todd live in
Columbus Junction, Iowa. Michael has his own veterinary practice, and Lana does the clinic's bookwork from their home. They're excited about their
new facilities and their work. The Todds have three
children: Seth-a: Jared, 2; and Kenan, three months.
Anna De Jong ('87) recently earned professional
accreditation as a Certified Marketing Director from
the International
Council of Shopping Centers.
Anna is employed by General Growth Properties
Inc. of Kansas City, Missouri.
Steven Vande Griend ('87) recently moved to
Seattle, Washington, after teaching for eight years
in schools in Chicago and New Orleans. Steve was
recently awarded National Board Certification from
the National Board for Professional
Teaching
Standards. In October of 1995, Steve and 175 other
teachers from around the nation were honored at a
White House reception with President Clinton.
Steve plans to finish his master's degree and says he
wants to be a strong advocate for excellence in education.

In Memory

_

John Michael "Mike" Eekhoff ('76) died on
October 19, 1995. Mike was married to Kristen
Heemstra
('80) and had two sons, Archie James
and Michael Thomas. Mike taught in the Sheldon
(Iowa) Christian school for eighteen years. He loved
teaching and coaching children and was deeply
committed to Christian education. Mike also played
tuba in a group called the Hallelu Brass, and he
coordinated
the city soccer leagues for Sheldon
youth.
Bertha
(Van Steenwyk)
Lantinga
died on
February 9, 1996, at the age of 92 years. Early
Dordt students will remember her as housemother
for the first Dordt College dormitory, a house located on Main Street in Sioux Center. Her husband,
Herman, died in 1981.
Adam Jon, infant son of David and Barb
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Brian Kroeze ('88) is currently teaching high
school physical education
and health in the
Chattanooga Christian Schools in Chattanooga,
Tennessee. Nancy (Byl,ex'87) Kroeze works in the
same day surgery area at Hutchenson Medical Center.
Ray and Susan (Weilenga) Middel ('88:89) recently moved from Lethbridge, Alberta, to the greater
Chicago area. Ray was promoted to National Sales
Manager for Westlake Systemat, a major supplier of
dairy equipment in North America. Susan is home fulltime with their two children, Nathan and Colin.
Mike Vander Vander Wei ('89) and his wife Kerry
Lynn live in Seattle, Washington. After graduating
from Dordt, Mike earned a master's degree in mechanical engineering from the University of Washington.
He is currently employed at the Boeing Company and
working toward a second master's degree.
Robert and Jenee' Van Kooten ('89) live in Oak
Harbor, Washington, where Robert is the pastor of
Sovereign Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church.
Craig and Rachel (Pennings)
Vander Zee
('91,'88) live in Marion, South Dakota. Craig works
with the Air Guard in Sioux Falls, and Rachel offers
daycare in her home. They have two children, Tyler,
2, and Renae.
Herm and Lisa (Van Dyken) Westendorp
('88,ex'90) live in Brampton, Ontario. Henn is head
of the computer science department at Brampton
Christian Schools and is also a deacon at the
Orthodox Christian Reformed Church of Toronto.
Lisa is a homemaker and cares for their two daughters, EI~zabeth, 2, and Emily, two months.
Greg and Myrna (Van Kooten) Haagsma ('90:87)
live in Phoenix, Arizona. Myrna is an administrative
assistant at Motorola; Greg teaches business classes
and coaches baseball and girls basketball at Valley
Christian High School in Tempe, Arizona.

90s
Carmen (Klungel,'90) and Rich Lodewyk live in
Fargo, North Dakota. Carmen is assistant property
manager for an apartment complex and plays in the
Fargo-Moorhead Symphony. Rich is a sportscaster
for WDAY in Fargo.
Bryan and Karl (Van Otterloo,'90) Case live in

Lake City, Iowa. Kari stays home with their two
children and is a substitute teacher. Bryan teaches
at Southern Cal High School.

Future Defenders

Barry Funderburg
('92) was awarded the master of fine arts in theatre degree from Purdue
University on December 17,1995.

Harold and Freda (Zandstra,'79)
Zylstra, Brett Michael, 11/9/95.
Loren and Kathy (Broek,'81) Velgersdyk, Miranda Kay, J 1/20/95.
Jon and Jackie (Swets) Sybesma ('81 :84), Levi Jon, 8/9/95.
Ida Kaastra-('82)
and James Mutiago, Angela Sanyu 12/22/95.
Miroslav (Joe) and Barbara (Denton,'82) Cerha, Jeremy Joseph, 12112/95.
Duane and Cheryl (Hedman,'82) Hettver, Keaton Matthew, 117/96.
Henry and Lavonne (Kok,'82) Bansberg, Joshua Nicholas, 10/8/95.
Cal and Connie (Schryversbot)
Runia ('83,'82), Tia Rae, 11/4/95.
Tom and Pat (Navis,' 83) Jonker, Luke Jacob, 10/28/95.
Pete and Diane (Houtsina,'83) Tiemersma, Jeremiah Kent, 12/1/95.
Mike and Maria (Vis) Schouten ('83:90), Marcus Peter, 1017195.
Brian and Sheila (Eisma,'84) Graden, Kelton Quinn, 10/2/95.
Mark and Laura (Obbink) Heystek ('84,'85), Jamison Lee, 1/16/96.
Dennis and Rnsemari (Fey) Kroll ('84:89), Jonathan Robert, 9/29/95.
Steven and Lori (Dykbouse,'85) Sapp, Andrea Rose, 12/21/95.
Randy and Julie (Ten Haken) Klynsma ('85,'85), Hannah Marion, 9112/95.
Stuart and Karen (Heusinkveld) Hoogerbyde ('85,'85), Nicholas Stnart, 12/11/95.
Norman and Marcia (Groenendyk) Visser ('85,ex'87), Adrian Joseph, 2/6/96.
Timothy and Helen (De Jager,'86) Terry, Gregory Michael, 1117195.
Kevin and Angela (Van Buren) Haan ('86,'88), Stephanie Jean, 1/3/96.
Darryl and Sbelly (Vos) De Ruiter ('86,ex'88), Morgan Leigh, 11/3/95.
Evan and Christy Vande Haar ('86), Carolyn Auna, 12/3/95.
Jim and Rutb (Thininga) Vanden Heuvel ('88,'86), Kyle Trey ton, 10/3/95.
Byron and Cindy (de Boom) Eekboff ('87:87), Mariah Renae, 12111/95.
Michael and Lana (Bosma,' 87) Todd, Kenan William, 9/30/95.
Todd and Myrna (Wissink,'87) Haak, Ryan Kenneth, born 11/4/95, adopted 11/8/95.
Randy and Karen (Schemper,'87)
Stephens, Conner Lee, 12/6/95.
JelT and Sbaron (Byker) Dabm ('87:89), Nicholas James, 7/18/95.
Scott and Denise (Van Hal) Kimm ('87,'87), adopted Aaron Montana, 11114/94.
Russ and Darla (Van HaI,'87) Dykstra, Dakota James, 1115/96.
Kent and MarIae (Benkelman,'8?)
Lee, Katrina, 11/12195.
Jay and Dawn (Kroon) Woudstra ('88:86), Joel Richard, 12/3/95.
Dan and Kristy Bootsma ('88), Joshua Daniel, 7/20/95.
Dave and Lisa (Plugers,'88) TigcheIaar, Michael David, 1017/95.
Mike and Jannette (Bakker,'88) Hickey, Jeremy Michael, 9/5/95.
Joe and Kari Van Tol ('88), Tairin Lyn, 12/21/95.
Herm and Lisa (Van Dyken) Westendorp ('88,ex'90), Emily Anne, i17l96.
Lyle and Elizabetb (Brouwer) Brouwer ('89,'88), Jessica Lindsey, 11/26/95.
Vern and Joanne (Haveman,'89) Klaasen, Amanda Sue, 10/23/95.
Dave and Sheila (Van Tol:89) Van Den Brink, Kaieb Jay, 5/24/95.
Greg and Myrna (Van Kooten) Haagsma ('90;'87), Brandon Dale, 1/8/96.
Paul and Karin (Stadt) Ipema ('89:90), Leah Mallory, 11/28/95.
Albert and Joyce ('Wever) Visscher ('89:90), Jnrden Alysha, 12/10/95.
JelT and Nancy (Steenhoek) Van Lingen ('89,'90), Bethany Anne, 12/5/95.
Robert and Nanho Vander Hart (ex'9O), Timothy Jungjae, 2/13/96.
Dave and Rhonda Bruxvoort ('90), Dillon Jay, 1/26/96.
Don and Karla (Kamp,'90) Luymes, Gavin Brady, 7/]4/95.
Bryan and Kari (Van Otterloo,'90) Case, Kyler Reed, 4117/95.
Fred and Sue (Nyenbuis) Likkel ('90,'90), Drake David, 2/25/96.
Joel and Julie (Bruxvoort) Veenstra ('90,'90), Luke-Thomas, 2/21/96
Kevin and Joan (Kuiper) Kooima ('90,'91), Kayla Renae, 10/23/95.
Troy and Dana (Mulder) Broers ('90:92), Benjamin Duane, 1/29/96.
Gailen and Stephanie (Vos) Venrink C90,'92), Erica, 1/12/96.
Greg and Marcy (Talsma) Stravers ('91:89), Justin Tate, 9/29/95.
J. Blan and Peggy (Hoogland.tcf) Taylor, Madelyn Jeanine, 12/5/95.
Randy and Michelle Houk ('91), Emily Kate, Int96.
Craig and Racbel (pennings) Vander Zee ('91: 88), Renae Christine, 10110/95.
Ron and Margaret (Scholman) Fedders ('91,'89), Kristin Dawn, 11/30/95.
Sbawn and Lynda (Moes) Seebusen ('92,'89), Shannon Joy, 9/29/95.
Jamie and Missi (Bloem,'91) Bogaard, Tyler Jay, 11/2/95.
David and Barb (De Jong,'91) Ezinga, Adam Jon and Kyle Norman, 11/30/95.
Mary (Natelborg) and Lyle Van Ravenswaay ('9J,'92), Jenna Lyn, 12/14/95.
Alan and Karen (Bakker:92) Stirling, Thomas John, 11/30/95.
Jobn and Lyn (Mabrey) Howerzyl ('92:93), Mason Robert, 1/26/96.
Mark and Cberyl (Oostra) Horstman ('93,'93), Cara Maria, 11/25/95.
Brian and Melynda (Slings) Van Zee ('93:93), zachary Alex, 12/12/95.
Mike and Bonnie (De Vries) Vande Berg ('93:93), Lucas Michael, 717195.
Duane and Jndy (De Groot,'93) Hulstein, Jacquelyn Marie, 1/20/96.

Steve Vanden Berg ('92) recently became owner
of Torgerson and Vanden Berg Law Offices. The
finn has its main office in Mason City, Iowa, with a
satellite office in Rockwell.
Phouang
Nonginthirath
('93) was recently
awarded the 1995 Ron Ryan Employee of the Year
Award for his work at Boys and Girls Horne and
Family Services, Inc. of Sioux City, Iowa. In an
article reporting the award the Horne's president is
quoted as saying, "He is full of hope, he is full of
dreams, and he is full of commitment to the children he serves, to the staff that he works with, and
to this agency." Nonginthirath has worked at the
Boys and Girls Horne since graduating
from
·Dordt.

Marriages

_

Steve Boersma ('83) and Lynn Ruis ('85),
12127/95.
Kari Koelewyn ('89) and Brian Schaap, 7/28/95.
Robert Van Kooten ('89) and Jenee' Duysings;
10/21/95.
Mike Vander Wei (' 89) and Kerry Lynn Unrau,
7/8/95.
Carmen Klungel ('90) and Rich Lodewyk,
6/24/95.
Kurt Zevenbergen ('90) and Sheila Van
Ollerloo ('91), 12/9/95
Terry Mulder ('91) and Lisa Swart ('93),
9/16/95.
Rhonda Haagsma ('93) and Brad Schouten,
7114/95.
David Beukelman ('94) and Terri Menninga
('91), 12/16/95.
Russ Natelborg ('95) and Lnri Mulder ('92),
12/30/95.
Joe Addink ('95) and Annette Crabtree ('94),
6/10/95.

Reunion

'96

• Classes of '86, '81, '76, '71, and '66
• Recreation, tours, educational seminars,
social events and more
• Fun-filled children's program

_

CORRESPONDENCE CLIPPING

• • •

We at Dordt College are interested in hearing how you are doing and what
kinds of events are happening in your life. Please fill out the coupon below
and mail to: Alumni

• Say farewell to President Hulst; on Saturday evening the college
will host a retirement program and reception honoring Dr. Hulst for
his 28 years of service to Dordt College.
• If you have a junior high student, coordinate your reunion with Dordt
Discovery Days, a week-long learning camp for anyone in grades
7-9 next fall. For information call (712) 722-6028.
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Registration materials will arrive in your mailbox soon. If you
have quesjions or wish to reserve housing in advance, call (712)
722-6022 or e-mail alumni@dordt.edu.
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